5th June – the World International Environment Day





Launching of the Framework for Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and UNDP on Sustainable Development for 2000-20004


(5th June, 2000, Business Centre, 85 Dostyk Ave., city of Almaty)





The Programme Document “Framework for Cooperation between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and UNDP on Sustainable Development for 2000 – 2004” sets the direction of the joint activities in area of environment and sustainable development for the next 5 years. The document takes into account the experience of the recent years, recommendations and conclusions, made in the course of consultations with various concerned parties.





Completed stage of cooperation





In December 1995 the UNDP and the Government of Kazakhstan discussed a preliminary version of the Project “National Environmental Action Plan for Sustainable Development” (NEAP). In November 1996 conference was held, devoted to the problems, priorities and partnership on implementation of NEAP/SD in Kazakhstan. That conference became the final stage of NEAP preparation phase.





The above steps led to further development by the Government and UNDP under assistance of the World Bank, TACIS Programme and donor countries of the “Framework Programme on Environment for Sustainable Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan”. As a result, work plan on NEAP for 1997 was approved, implementation of which was assigned by the Government to the NEAP Centre (currently the National Environmental Centre). In December 1997 recommendations and priority programmes were included into the “Long-term Strategy till Year 2030”.





The component of Kazakhstan 2030 programme, presenting a long-term strategy on “Environment and Natural Resources”, is aimed at environment improvement and creation of favourable conditions for sustainable life conditions in Kazakhstan. Strategy implementation was started according to the priority activity plan for 1998-2000, developed by the MNREP.


In addition to this, the UNDP also assisted the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan to implement NEAP through the “Programme on Implementation of the Strategic Plan for 1998 –2000 for “Environment and Natural Resources”.


The aim of this project, which is being currently implemented, is to strengthen efficiency of policy in area of environment for sustainable development; implementation of priorities, set by NEAP; creation and strengthening of capacities, including institutional ones, as well as to ensure activities in compliance with international conventions, standards and agreements.





Trend of work in 2000-2004





The UNDP will continue to assist the Government for further implementation of activities in area of conservation of biodiversity, reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, withdrawal form production and substitution of substances, reducing ozone layer, as well as combating desertification. The current and planned activities in these areas shall bring global multisectoral environmental benefit and for this reason they will continue to be based on GEF as a key source of financial support.


It is expected, that the main result in this area of cooperation will be increasing of Government capacities to fulfil its commitments within various international conventions and other agreements. Another result can be ensuring of more compliance of Kazakhstan environment management procedures and processes to the procedures and processes of the neighboring republics of Central Asia, as well as familiarization with good management examples in other countries.





New Activities





The Government and the UNDP have come to agreement, that new activities will be within the Programme on Institutional Strengthening for Sustainable Development. The aim of new Programme is to improve management practices, which will promote strengthening of efficiency of organizations, responsible for environment protection and management in Kazakhstan.





It is planned, that the MNREP will be a pilot structure for introduction of the reforms of civil service in compliance with the new legislation on Civil Service. The Programme will develop mechanisms of testing for competitive selection of government employees according to their achievements, professional classification, salary adequacy and performance standards.





The Programme will help the Government to better analyze commitments during signing of various international conventions, which in its turn will promote identifying of existing barriers, impeding efficient implementation of conventions and assumed commitments. There will be proposed mechanisms of fulfillment of Kazakhstan commitments on environment before the world community.





The Programme will strengthen mechanisms of cooperation with other ministries and local authorities. The activity will include creation of the National Commission on Sustainable Development and preparation of the National agenda for the 21st century.





The UNDP will also assist in participation of the Government in the regional initiatives, aimed at cooperation in environment management and transboundary environmental issues. In future, the UNDP and the Government will determine capacities to work with the regional institutes and neighboring countries on such issues as, transboundary environment management (protection and management of migrating species, in particular) and development of the regional GEF programmes.





Under assistance of the European Community, USAID, UNDP and other donors, the government will make efforts for creation of the Central Asian Regional Environmental Centre (REC) and beginning of its work.





In the press-release there have been used the materials of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the UN Development Programme.      


        


 


